Adult Christian Education 		Session 2: The Call of Ezekiel
Study on Ezekiel		May 29, 2009
Ezekiel 1:1 - 3:15	The calling of Ezekiel

Introduction
1 	Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I was among the captives﻿ by the river of Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God.
 2 	In the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth year of king Jehoiachin’s captivity,
 3 	The word of the LORD came expressly unto Ezekiel﻿ ﻿ the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand of the LORD was there upon him. 
We note:
Firstly, we see immediately there was a pre-occupation with dates:
"Thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month" is a reference to the age of Ezekiel at that important moment. 
"Fifth day of the month, which was the fifth year of King Jehoiachin's captivity" is a reference from the date of Judah's defeat at the hand of king Nebuchadnezzar when king Jehoiachin and his courts as well as all the temple priests including Ezekiel was deported to Babylon. This was in the year of 597 B.C. 
Why?
Reason 1: 




Reason 2: 




Reason 3: 




Secondly we observe,
That Ezekiel was probably a very depressed person at the time of God's calling. He is from a family of priests. As such Ezekiel was probably trained from young to assume the duty of priest in the temple of Jerusalem at the age of 30 (Numbers 4:1). However, he was taken forcibly away to a foreign land at the age of 25. So this moment would be quite significant for Ezekiel, it was the age at which he was to commence his duty but that was no longer possible. 
So what was Ezekiel doing at the river Chebar?
c.f. Psalm 137.
Application we can use:






Ezekiel 1:1-3, A short summary of the call
Verses 1-3 gave us a brief synopsis of the event to the first calling of Ezekiel. Please note the underlined phrases for my emphasis.
The calling of Ezekiel from Ezekiel 1:1-3 tells us 3 specific principles of God in the calling of his servants (in fact in the calling of every believer). The details of which were elaborated in Ezekiel 1:4-3. They are:
1. The vision which he saw by the river Chebar in Babylon.

Ezekiel 1:4-28
2. The revelation from Yahweh to Ezekiel.

Ezekiel 2:1-3:15
3. The work of the Holy Spirit that enables him and gives him strength to do the work of God.
Ezekiel 2:2
Ezekiel 3:12,14

Note:



Vision of God's glory
In the case of Ezekiel, the vision of God draws him to the glory of God. 
Without the vision of God's glory, there will be no worship, there will be no submission, and therefore there will be no service according to the will of God.
What is the glory of God? We noted that the glory of God is the character, the attributes of God. We see that when God reveals to:
Moses: (Exodus 3:4)	


Moses: (Exodus 33:18-19)  	


Isaiah: (Isaiah 6:1-4)	


Jeremiah: (Jeremiah 1:5)	


Paul: (Acts 9:3)	


Peter: (John 6:68)	


What about us?
Applications:



God speaks
Yahweh is a God who speaks and reveals Himself to us. After Ezekiel was given the vision of God, the word of the LORD came to Ezekiel (v3).
Key principle: 

Note: If there is vision but no word, no revelation from God, we have no direction. Our God is one who clearly reveals His thoughts, His plans, His warnings to us; in the past through the mouth and writings of the prophets and the apostles but today they are fully contained in the Scripture that we hold in our hand. Yahweh is a God of revelation. That is why we place heavy emphasis on the preaching and teaching of the word of God. 
The world's religion and many of the cults are not like that. We are treated to glorious ceremonies, smokes and fire, vision and noises and then what, nothing really; we go our separate way. When we come on Sunday, we sing hymns to praise God and then we open the Bible and it is the central and focal point of our worship. God want us to know his word because it is his instruction for us.
So in a same way for Ezekiel, after the vision from 1:4-28, God began to speak to him all the way to 3:11 

The Spirit Enables
The third key element in the call is the working of God Spirit to enable Ezekiel to serve. 
We note:
Ezekiel 1:3

Ezekiel 2:1-2

Ezekiel 3:10-12

Ezekiel 3:14-15

Applications
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